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IT’S SPRING … 
CHILD FIND TEAMS  

CELEBRATE! 

The contents of this workshop were developed partly under a grant from the 
U.S. Department of Education. However, those contents do not necessarily represent  

The policy of the U.S. Department of Education, and you should not assume  
Endorsement by the Federal Government. 



¡ 8:30   Coffee!!! and Networking & Welcome and 
Review of Agenda 

¡ 9:00   Team Presentation: Compare & Contrast~ 
Discussion … Preferred Practices for Our Teams 

 
¡ 10:00 - 10:15 Break 
 
¡ 10: 15  Stakeholders Perspective~ Assessment  and 

Feedback … 
¡ 11:00  New Systems of District Self Assessment: 

“Due Diligence in Documentation” ~ The IEP 

THE AGENDA 



¡ 11:45 Brief review of protocols, check lists and 
update of resources 

¡ 12:00 LUNCH … “Talk About…Updated Resources” 
 
¡ 12:45–2:00  Round-table Discussions 
¡ 2:00 Break 
¡ 2:15 -2:45   Action Planning with Group Share: New 

Learning with Implications for Practice  
¡ 2:45-3:00  Celebrate Success and Ongoing Support!  

Yes, a  Quick Feedback Survey &  A final Video~ 
¡ Thank You for your participation! 

 

A FULL DAY 



¡  Think it Through…What works? What do we 
need to address?  Next Steps? 

 
¡ Use your note-taking sheets… 
  
¡ Allow us to share your ideas and process and 

handouts  with other teams and let’s post on 
CDE website! 

TEAM PRESENTATIONS 



¡  Stakeholders? 

¡ What do you want to know from each to inform your practice? 

¡  How will you gather information? Phone calls?…periodic focus 
groups? Surveys?  Post evaluation interviews for quick 
feedback? ( Did you get your questions answered? Do you 
know what happens next for your child?) 

¡  Other options?    

HOW DO YOU KNOW WHAT YOU ARE 
DOING IS WORKING? 



¡ Parents and Families and their Children 
¡ Teachers 

¡ Cultural Mediators, Interpreters & Translators 
¡ Other Team Members 

¡ District/BOCES Administrators 
¡ CDE 

¡ What are your ????s. 
¡ The questions might change… 

WHO ARE YOUR STAKEHOLDERS? 



 
Data from various stakeholders about 
their satisfaction and “new learning” 
associated with an assessment process 
for a child is one way to inform our team 
practices and make changes as deemed 
necessary. 

DATA-BASED DECISION MAKING BASED 
ON FEEDBACK FROM STAKEHOLDERS 



¡ There are many methods to collect data from 
stakeholders that can be very helpful in 
evaluating the effectiveness of any program 
including your Child Find team’s evaluation 
and assessment processes . These can 
include: interviews; phone surveys; electronic 
surveys on follow-up; focus groups, internal/ 
external record audits; and surveys and 
questionnaires completed by your 
stakeholders.   

 

METHODS TO COLLECT MEANINGFUL 
DATA.. 



¡ We have compiled a limited selection of 
surveys and questionnaires as samples for 
parent and family feedback and team based 
self reflection of practice about the 
assessment process. The KEY in determining 
usefulness of any survey is in the 
meaningfulness and relevance of the 
questions you are asking framed based upon 
guiding principles and/or what YOUR team 
wants to know. 

SURVEYS AND QUESTIONNAIRES 



¡ Select a stakeholder group 

¡ Frame your questions based upon what you want to 
know… Quality of service provided? Relevance? 
Usefulness? 

¡ Determine format that works & Discuss timing of 
distribution 

¡ USE THE FEEDBACK TO INFORM YOUR PROCESS 

WHO…WHAT…WHEN? 



ONE EXAMPLE: FAMILY 
FEEDBACK ON THE PROCESS  
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 Heidi McCaslin…CDE Consultant 

¡ A New System: District Continuous Improvement 
Monitoring Process of Student Record Review  

¡ Data Elements Reviewed in Student Records Related 
to Evaluations and IEPs of Dual Language Learner 

Preschool Students 

¡ Questions… Discussion… Practice 

DUE DILIGENCE IN  DOCUMENTATION 



¡ ACTIVITY: Now that you have guidance…choose a 
partner and please review one of the distributed IEPs 
according to criteria/indicators on Student Record 
Review Form 

¡ Large Group Share of New Learning 

AUDIT 



¡ We are asking that each team briefly review 
the purpose and use of their paper work and 
protocols so that you can talk about these and  
can discuss over lunch. Opps!  What forms that 
you or your team uses work for you and why? 

Thank you all for sharing your information, what 
you have developed, checklists, procedures with 
others in this team- based learning experience! 

PROTOCOLS AND CHECK LISTS TO 
SHARE… 



LUNCH TALK! 
 

 Great conversations result in 
great outcomes…! 

It takes as long as it takes! 

IT’S TIME 4 LUNCH 



¡  Roundtable Discussions:  We have set up roundtables with 
representatives from diverse cultures who can provide 
information to inform your practice… 

¡  Clara will explain the process so all get a chance to hear from 
each representative 

¡  Danger of Assumptions!  Remember, just because a family 
identifies with a certain culture, religion, or background, we 
cannot assume that they follow all the traditional beliefs 
associated with that culture, religious beliefs or background. 
We can however, increase our knowledge and therefore be 
better prepared yet do not assume  the knowledge applies 
until we ask.   

LEARNING FROM CONVERSATIONS ABOUT 
CULTURE 



¡  We were asked to review updates on “dynamic assessment” 

¡ We found three new research based resources on Liz 
Pena’s blog Http:2languages2worlds.wordpress.com/
2013/02/02/dynamic assessment … 

¡ Findings from this short synopsis of current research 
utilizing somewhat different approaches  indicate 
“dynamic assessment” with bilingual children  is a 
promising practice… “that observations of children’s 
learning language can provide valuable clinical 
information that helps us to make accurate 
diagnostic decisions about children who speak 
English as a second language”. 

RESOURCES & UPDATES FOR YOUR 
PRACTICE 



¡  “So, here’s a summary of what I’ve found recently.”  Liz Peña 
¡  Kapantzoglou, Restrepo & Thompson (2012) did a study 

teaching bilingual children nonsense words. The children 
with language impairment were slower to learn the new 
words, and observations of modifiability (based on work by 
Liz, and by Peña) differentiated the two groups. These results 
are consistent with previous results by myself and others 
that children with LI can learn, but may need more 
repetition, and that observations of how well children are 
paying attention, using new strategies, aware of what they’re 
doing, self-correcting, self-monitoring are good indicators of 
language impairment or typical development. 

 

CURRENT RESEARCH 



¡  Linda Espinoza summarizes  POLL Strategies : Personalized Oral 
Language(s) Learning…She  recognizes students are learning a 
new language while simultaneously learning content. 

¡  POLL strategies are based upon: 
¡ Knowing your students:  a family languages and interests 

interview provides necessary information for responsive 
instruction 

¡  Environmental Supports: a rich, nurturing, and engaging language 
environment that speaks to the culture of the children in your 
classroom.  Language learning is integrated into general learning, 
about important concepts with layer of support for DLLs  

A NEW EDITION OF ESPINOZA WITH 
FAMILY INTERVIEW, ED# 2, 2015 



¡ Instructional Supports: Both informal and formal 
assessments and observations provide data to teachers 
regarding language levels of each child so they can 
build on what students already know ( prior knowledge) 
and develop new understandings. Build on personalized 
oral language (vocabulary, comprehension, expressive 
language etc.) throughout the day while placing new 
knowledge to students personal life experiences. 

¡ Intentional Message: Embedded within content 
vocabulary, written messages set up the  purpose of each 
lesson. Think about s cuing the words in home 
languages to support concept development especially for 
cognates.  

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORTS 



¡  Choose 3-5 vocabulary words to introduce 
¡  Learn these key words in home languages (Use family 

members or volunteers to translate as needed if staff do not 
speak languages of children) 

¡  Introduce In small groups before large group 
¡  Implement interactive reading strategies with DLLs ( e.g. 

dialogic reading or Justice and Pense, 2008)  to prepare for 
whole group work. 

¡  Elicit support from parents or community volunteers to assist 
with home language needs. Books can be adapted and read in 
any language  

¡  Use objects and visuals… photos, pictorial  cognate charts, to 
introduce new vocab and concepts as well as deepen 
comprehension  

PLANNING & PREPARING 



¡ Use visual cues and gestures …TPR  ~ Repeat physical 
movements and signals to imprint specific  
vocabulary…activates memory through association… 

¡ Use songs and chants …weave through academic and 
content vocabulary  into familiar rhythms, songs and 
chants… Incorporate music and movement 

¡ Use an “anchor book” that is rich in selected vocabulary 
and concepts and plan for practice  throughout the day 
in using written intentional messages, circles time,  
songs chants,   centers that reflect key concepts , 
connect to culture and home experiences in enrichment 
activities and provide time and space for daily practice 
with opportunities for dialogue.    

IDEAS 



¡  Learn a few words and phrases of your student’s home language  
as a sign of respect and effort on your part & help children feel 
more comfortable with you in your setting 

¡  Learn about the culture of the  children you work with.  
¡ Hold informal meetings with parents and caregivers to learn more 

about their child  
¡  Provide and display authentic materials to support home 

languages and English acquisition ( multi-lingual books, labels in 
both languages recordings of songs , stories  or rhymes in native 
languages. 

¡ Assign a peer partner for practice and /or comfort 
¡ Ongoing observation and assessment to inform teaching and 

learning a & Observational Developmental Profiles ( Desired 
RESYULTS; TS GOLD; DOCUMENTATION)  

ADDITIONAL IDEAS 



¡  Patterson, Rodriguez, & Dale (2012) demonstrated that 
learning trajectories are different for bilingual 
children with and without language impairment in a 
graduated prompting approach. They did both 
semantic, word learning, and phonological awareness 
tasks in the stronger language of the child. Children 
improved on semantic and word learning tasks from 
the first to final items presented. These results show 
promise for using a very brief dynamic assessment 
approach to screen children for potential language 
impairment. 

MORE ON DYNAMIC ASSESSMENT 
STRATEGIES 



¡  Hasson, Camilleri, Jones, Smith, & Dodd (2013) take a 
different approach and examine how English language 
learners acquire English using a dynamic assessment. Their 
instrument is called the Dynamic Assessment of Preschoolers’ 
Proficiency in Learning English (DAPPLE—don’t you love it!). 
The DAPPLE focuses on word, phonological, and sentence 
structure. They used a test-teach-retest approach and 
compared ELL children who were identified with risk for 
language impairment and compared them to children without 
risk. The children were matched on SES and age. The children 
with risk demonstrated more difficulty learning during the 
dynamic assessment. They required more prompting and 
support in order to learn the target language items. 

MORE RESEARCH 



¡ BELA  Bilingual Early Language Assessment  
¡ Http://www/cspd.us/bela/belamaterials.htm 

¡ Print your materials with administration manual in 
English, Spanish, Portuguese, Haitian Creole, Arabic, 
Bangla, Chinese 

¡ BESA Be on the look out for publications of this new 
screening and DX assessment in Spanish and English 
now being developed. Find out more about HABLA 
Lab…NIH Project    www.hablalab.wordpress.com/    

  WHAT’S NEW /OLD? “TESTS” & 
PROTOCOLS 



¡  www.lenababy.com  

¡ Assessing the natural language environment… 

¡ Schaller,S., Wiggins, M., & Moore, S., (2013) Assessment 
of Speech and Language Environment as Part of 
Transdiciplinary Assessment…A Presentation at the 
International LENA Conference, Denver, Co. April 2013. 

¡ Also a terrific parent focused video … 
¡ Parents on LENA Start  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=JEmWLNsNo60&feature=youtu.be&t=131  

LENA:  ANOTHER PROMISING PRACTICE  



¡  LENA yields a comparison of adult word count, turn-taking, 
child vocalizations, throughout the day using a digital 
language processor and LENA PRO software. 

APPLIED RESEARCH 



¡  This study compares lexical access and expressive and receptive 
vocabulary development in monolingual and bilingual toddlers. 
More specifically, the link between vocabulary size, production of 
translation equivalents, and lexical access in bilingual infants 
was Twenty -five bilingual and 18 monolingual infants aged 24 
months participated in this study. The results revealed 
significant dif ferences between monolingual and bilinguals’ 
expressive vocabulary size in L1 but similar total vocabularies. 
Performance on the Computerized Comprehension Task revealed 
no dif ferences between the two groups on measures of both 
reaction time and accuracy, and a strong convergent validity of 
the Computerized Comprehension Task with the Communicative 
Development Inventories was observed for both groups. 
Bilinguals with a higher proportion of translation equivalents in 
their expressive vocabulary showed faster access to words in the 
Computerized Comprehension Task.  

MCARTHUR COMMUNICATIVE 
DEVELOPMENT INVENTORY 

Poulin-Bubois et al., (2013) Lexical access and vocabulary development in very 
young bilinguals, International Journal of Bilingualism, Vol.17,No.1.57-70 



¡  Use the CDI to get a reliable view of a child’s communicative 
development 

¡  The MacArthur-Bates Communicative Development Inventories 
(CDIs), and the corresponding Spanish-language Inventarios ,  
provide a systematic way for professionals to use parents as 
informants regarding their child’s language. They enable 
professionals to tap into parents knowledge about their young 
children’s communicative development for use in screening and 
developing a prognosis for children with language delays. It also 
ensures they are meeting mandates for including parent input in 
child evaluation procedures. 

¡  The goal of the CDIs is to yield reliable information on the course 
of language development from children’s early signs of 
comprehension, to their first nonverbal gestural signals, to the 
expansion of early vocabulary and the beginnings of grammar. 

MCARTHUR CDI 
CAPTURE PARENTS’  KNOWLEDGE OF THEIR CHILD’S 

EMERGING LANGUAGE SKILLS 
 

http://www.brookespublishing.com/resource-center/screening-and-assessment/cdi/ 



¡ Wordbank contains 42078 CDI administrations, 
across 15 languages and 26 instruments: 

¡ Russian, Danish, Spanish, Hebrew, German, Italian, 
British, Sign Language, Turkish, Norwegian, French 
(Quebec) 

¡ Provide vocabulary norms  
¡ Provides cross –linguistic trajectories 

¡ http://wordbank.stanford.edu/ 
 

/WORDBANK_ AN OPEN DATABASE OF 
CHILDREN'S VOCABULARY 

DEVELOPMENT.HTML 



All Data (n = 4797)
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¡  Go to puentesculturales.com    
¡  Recommended Citation: 
¡  Catlett, C., Moore, S.M. & Pérez- Méndez, C.,(2015). The 

Vermont Young DLL Resource Toolkit. 
http://www.puentesculturales.com 

¡  Evidence of Impacts and Economic Returns from National, 
State, and Local Preschool Programs, 2016 RAND CORP. 
¡  Lynn A. Karoly and Anamarie Auger 
¡  http://www.rand.org/research.html  

OTHER CURRENT RESOURCES 



¡  Are you finding resources for parents and preschool teachers 
you are working with about L1 & L2 development in the 
preschool classroom.  
 

Watch Soyul & Teacher 
Yvette!  DVDs come with handouts and are so cost 
worthy!  

¡  Durbin, S., & Bedel, P. (2015).  Soyul and teacher Yvette DVD: 
Adventures in preschool second language acquisition.  St. 
Paul, MN: Redleaf. 

ANOTHER RESOURCE  



¡  Strategies for Supporting All Dual Language Learners   
¡  http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/cultural-l inguistic/

fcp/docs/dll-strategies.pdf 
¡  In addition to providing evidence-based expectations for young 

children who are dual language learners, this resource includes 
vignettes that describe young DLLs of dif ferent ages and 
circumstances, suitable for use in teaching and training. 

¡  Many Languages, One Teacher: Supporting Language and Literacy 
Development for Preschool Dual Language Learners 
http://www.naeyc.org/yc/files/yc/file/201303/
Many_Languages_Margruder_0313_0.pdf 

¡  This article highlights effective strategies for monolingual 
English-speaking teachers to use to promote language and 
literacy growth for dual language learners, with emphasis on 
growth in the home language.  

SUPPORTS 



¡  Importance of Home Language Series  
¡  http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/cultural-

linguistic/center/home-language.html 
¡  This series of handouts is designed to provide early childhood 

professionals and families with basic information on topics 
related to children learning two or more languages. They 
emphasize the benefits of being bilingual, the importance of 
maintaining home language, and the value of becoming fully 
bilingual. These easy-to-read resources highlight important 
information that every adult living or working with young dual 
language learners should know.  

MORE RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES AND 
TEACHERS 



¡  We will miss you so keep in touch…you know where we live… and 
keep herding the cats! 

¡  We may be sending some follow-up information to find out  how 
you are doing and what’s happening!  

¡  Thank you for your gracious participation and ongoing 
enthusiasm and energy to make it better for each and every one 
of our children and families in Colorado!  

 
¡  Thank you for managing the complexities of the Child Find 

process for children and families!  
 
Adios amigos!  

“THE LAST ROUND-UP”  



THE LAST ROUND-UP 



¡ Please complete your feedback/evaluation form for 
today. We are focused on sustainability so let us 
know how we can help. 

¡ We appreciate your informing this process for future 
teams and documenting your ongoing success to 
continued professional development opportunities  
through CDE!  

 

FEEDBACK & EVALUATION 



Clara Pérez-Méndez   
clara8352perez@gmail.com    

Puentes Culturales 
 
 

Susan M. Moore  
 susan.moore@colorado.edu 

         University of Colorado at Boulder  
 
 

Thank you for joining us!  

HUMAN RESOURCES 


